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I. Course Description

The course will introduce basic concepts, thinkers, and writings important to the study of philosophy, and will highlight four areas:

1. survey of the basic divisions of Western philosophy

2. emphasis on readings and interaction with various germane texts

3. thinking through pertinent philosophical issues and controversies

4. doing philosophy

II. Course Objectives

1. begin to understand and formulate a worldview

2. develop the ability to think critically – increasing the ability to process and utilize information

3. begin to understand the worldview of others – increasing consideration and interaction

4. develop problem solving skills

5. develop written and oral communication skills

III. Course Textbook

Required Text:  Cottingham, John, Western Philosophy: An Anthology 2nd ed. (Wiley-Blackwell, 2007).

IV. Evaluation of Student Performance

1. Class Attendance & Participation –Absences will reduce final grade, and there will be no opportunity to make-up missed reading quizzes. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Any student not signed in at the beginning of the class will be considered absent. Class participation and progress will be factored into final grade.
2. Reading Quizzes –random reading quizzes will cover assigned reading; the lowest quiz grade will be dropped.
3. Exams – content of the exams will be based on class lectures, reading and discussion.  You will have 2 exams: a midterm and a final.  The exams will consist of various types of questions: some multiple choice, some short answer, and essay topics.  The exact format of the test will be discussed in class before you take the tests.
4. Course Paper – A 3-5 page paper (not including cover page) citing at least 4 sources and due at the beginning of the 12/1 class period.  We will discuss paper topics early into the semester. 
Grading Breakdown:
Class Attendance and Participation: 20 pts

Reading Quizzes: 20 pts.

Exams: 2 x 20 = 40 pts.

Course Paper: 20 pts.
V. Policies

Academic Integrity -Make sure you have it, or you are guaranteed to fail this class…plagiarism or intellectual dishonesty of any kind will result in a failing grade.

Electronic Devices - Use of any electronic devices during class is disallowed. 
Respect your fellow students! This is essential in a class largely involved in class discussion.
