University of North Texas

 Syllabus 

PHIL 1050.007 and PHIL 1050.010 – Introduction to Philosophy

Seth Aaron Thompson, Teaching Fellow
Office: EESAT room 372A

Office phone: 940-565-4671

Email: seththompson@my.unt.edu

Office hours: M and W 3:00 - 4:30 or by appointment
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I. Course Description

The course will introduce basic concepts, thinkers, and writings important to the study of philosophy and will highlight four areas:

1. survey of the basic divisions of Western philosophy

2. emphasis on readings and interaction with various germane texts

3. thinking through pertinent philosophical issues and controversies

4. doing philosophy

II. Course Objectives

1. begin to understand and formulate a worldview

2. develop the ability to think critically – increasing the ability to process and utilize information

3. begin to understand the worldview of others – increasing consideration and interaction

4. develop problem solving skills

5. develop written and oral communication skills

III. Course Textbook

Required Texts:

1) Republic by Plato, translated by G.M.A. Grube 
2) The Way to Wisdom by Karl Jaspers
3) Meditations on First Philosophy by Rene Descartes
IV. Evaluation of Student Performance

1. Class Attendance & Participation – Due to the nature of philosophical inquiry, attendance is an important key to success in this class.  I will take attendance nearly every meeting, and I will use these attendance sheets in evaluating a student’s performance at the end of the semester.  
2. Writing Assignments – Several random in-class writing assignments through which the student will establish attendance for that class as well as evidence of reading comprehension. Students will be required to answer two objectives: (1) what is the thesis? (2) what is the argument for that thesis?
3. Reading Quizzes - There will be 10 random reading quizzes that will cover assigned reading; the lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  These quizzes are to ensure that the student is reading the assignments and compel the student to attend class on time.  They will be administered at the beginning of class.  There will be NO make-up reading quizzes.  The objective of these assignments is to evaluate the student’s reading and establish attendance. If a student misses one of these assignments they will not be allowed to do it late without written documentation proving the emergency status of the absence.
3. Exams – content of the exams will be based on class lectures, reading, and discussion.  You will have 2 exams: a midterm and a final.  
Grading Breakdown:
Class Attendance and Participation: 10 pts.

Writing Assignments: 15 pts.

Reading Quizzes: 15 pts.

Exams: 2 x 30 = 60 pts.

V. Policies

Academic Integrity - Make sure you have it, or you are guaranteed to fail this class…plagiarism or intellectual dishonesty of any kind will result in a failing grade.

Electronic Devices - Use of any electronic devices during class is disallowed. I especially do not want to see any cell phones out during class.  Please turn them off and put them away for the duration of the class.  If you problems persist with cell phones or other technological devices, the student will be asked to leave without credit for attendance that day. 
Respect your fellow students! This is essential in a class largely involved in discussion, especially about ideas that are important to people.
VI. Course Schedule with Associated Readings (subject to change)
January 

T/19: Introduction
Th/21: Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (7-16)

T/26
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (17-27)

Th/28
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (147-167)

February

T/2
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (28-38)

Th/4
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (63-73)

T/9
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (74-84)

Th/11
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (120-131)

T/16
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (132-144)

Th/18
 Plato, Apology (Handout)
T/23
Plato, Apology (Handout)
Th/25
Plato, Crito (Handout)
March

T/2
 Plato, Republic Book 1
Th/4
 Plato, Republic Book 1
T/9
 Plato, Republic Book 2 
Th/11
Plato, Republic Book 2 
T/16
off (spring break)

Th/18
off (spring break)

T/23
MIDTERM 
Th/25
Plato, Republic Book 3 
T/30
Plato, Republic Book 3  
April

Th/1
Plato, Republic Book 7
T/6
Plato, Republic Book 7  
Th/8
Descartes, Meditations (Dedicatory Letter, Preface, Synopsis) 
T/13
Descartes, Meditations (First Meditation) 
Th/15
Descartes, Meditations (Second Meditation) 
T/20
Descartes, Meditations (Third Meditation) 
Th/22
Jaspers, Way to Wisdom (85-95) 
T/27
Kant, What is Enlightenment (Handout) 
Th/29
Emerson, Circles (Handout) 
May
T/4
Borges story (handout) 
Th/6
TBA
FINAL EXAM
See Registrar’s webpage
