PHIL 2500.004: Introduction to Contemporary Environmental Issues
LANG 323
Instructor Seth Thompson
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies

University of North Texas

Fall, 2010
Office Hours:  T-TH 12-1/by Appt.
Office: ENV 392A

Email: seththompson@my.unt.edu
Required Text: 

Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to Environmental Philosophy, Joseph

DesJardins, 4th edition.

Various handouts

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course provides a comprehensive overview of the key philosophical thinkers, issues, and arguments within the growing field of environmental philosophy. Environmental philosophy entails a wide body of ideas and questions.  As we understand more and more the impact that humans have on our surroundings, we are challenged to question humanity’s role and responsibility toward the natural world.
We begin by exploring cultural and religious attitudes toward nature. Throughout the course, we will evaluate environmental controversies such as the wilderness debate and the myth of the noble savage, the chemical industry and DDT, the question of intrinsic value and rights, and the role of land use attitudes and economics in environmental thinking. We’ll wrap up with the problem of future generations and the biodiversity crisis.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS and FORMAT

Student Responsibilities: 

The bulk of the work assigned in this class will be reading.  Students are expected to read all of the assigned material and will be quizzed on the material nearly every day.  Students should also arrive at class ready to discuss the material.  Much of the structure of this class demands students to engage with one another in the issues under discussion.
Attendance/Tardiness Policy:
Attendance is required in this course, and failure to attend regularly will negatively affect the student’s grade.  For every unexcused absence beyond 5, the student will lose a letter grade.  Excused absences should be brought to the instructor’s attention three days beforehand if possible.  In case of emergencies, please inform the instructor of the absence as soon as possible and be prepared to document the emergency.

Students are expected to arrive to class on time.  Whenever the class must take a reading quiz, it will be within the first 10 minutes of class.  Students will be unable to make up reading quizzes due to tardiness, and if the student arrives late, he/she will not have additional time to take the quiz.  The instructor will collect quizzes at the 10 minute mark.
Paper: 
There will be a paper due on July 1, 2010.  The format of the paper should be as follows:

· 3-4 pages double spaced

· Times New Roman 12 point font.  

· Cover page including student’s name, instructor’s name, date, and course information

· Title should be on the first page of your paper without any other information.  Do not include unnecessary spacing between the title and the opening paragraph.

The student will select a topic from a list provided by the instructor.  If the student wishes to write on a different topic, he/she must seek special permission from the instructor.  
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated by the instructor.  Each student must submit paper to turnitin.com on the date specified.  Instructions for this process will be provided in a handout.

Reading Quizzes:

To ensure full class participation, students will be subject to regular reading quizzes that will be delivered at the beginning of some classes.  12 quizzes will be administered, but only 10 will be counted.  The first quiz will be a practice quiz on to familiarize students with the quiz format.  It will be for purely instructional purposes and will not affect students’ grades.

Grading Breakdown:

10%    Reading Quizzes – 12 administered – 10 counted at 1% each 

15%
Test 1


15%
Test 2


15%
Test 3

15%
Paper


10%
Attendance and Participation


20%
Final exam

COURSE POLICIES:

NO TECHNOLOGICAL DEVICES:
The use of laptops, cell phones, or any other kind of technological device is not allowed in this class.  The nature of this course demands engagement with one another, and technological devices tend to inhibit such interaction.  If students repeatedly fail to follow this rule, they will be asked to leave class and will not get credit for class attendance or any quizzes that day.  Attendance means active attendance.

Always bring required materials:
The majority of the class revolves around the required text for the course, and as a result, students should bring the textbook to class everyday.  Also, students should always bring a writing utensil and something to write on.

Respect your fellow students:

The nature of most philosophy course demands that students engage in often sensitive subjects.  While it is obviously more than acceptable to disagree with the instructor or fellow students, all disagreements must be handled with respect to the other person.  No insults or personal attacks will be tolerated.  This classroom should be a place where students feel free to engage in ideas without ridicule.
Disability Support Services (http://www.unt.edu/oda): 
“The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.”
Drop Information:

For information about dropping the course, refer to the following webpage:
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html
HELP
—

Take down the names and phone numbers of a few

classmates in case you need information on missed

assignments or material covered in class.
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