MATH 1650.623T
Fall 2012
	Course/Section#: MATH 1650.623T
	Course Title:   Pre-Calculus

	Instructor:  Su Gao
E-mail: sgao@unt.edu
	Office:  GAB 412
Office Phone:   (940) 565-3327

	Office Hours:  MWF 11am-12pm
Students unable to see me during these times may request an appointment.
	Class Time:  M-F 10:00-10:50am (Five (5) hours/wk)  
For exam days (9/25, 10/23, 11/20) 9:30-10:50pm

Classroom: GAB 206

	Math Lab:  GAB 440 

Website: www.math.unt.edu/mathlab
Go to site for location and hours. (Opens Sept 4; Closed Sundays, holidays, and the finals week)
	Midterm Exams: September 25, October 23, November 20 (on these days the exams start at 9:30am and finish at 10:50am) in GAB 206
Final Exam:  Wednesday, December 12, 2012, 8:00-10:00am in GAB 206

	TAMS Tutoring:

Find out information from TAMS
	Course Webpage: webassign.net
(All information including the syllabus, the schedule, announcements, homework assignments and grades are available in WebAssign) 

	Course Description:  5 hours. A preparatory course for calculus: general discussion of functions and their properties; graphs of polynomial and rational functions; exponential and logarithmic functions and their graphs; trigonometric functions, their graphs and applications. 

	Prerequisites: Math 1100 with a grade of C or better or appropriate placement.  

	Textbook:  Precalculus, 6th edition, by J. Stewart, L. Redlin and S. Watson, with Enhanced WebAssign.  WebAssign is an online course delivery platform through which students access and complete assignments.   Information on how to access WebAssign will be given in class.  

	Calculators: TI 83, TI 83Plus, TI 84 or equivalent is recommended, no calculators with CAS capabilities (e.g., TI-89, TI-92). A TI NSpire is not permitted.  You should at least have a scientific calculator capable of evaluating exponents, logarithms, and trigonometric functions.  Be aware that calculators will not be permitted for most quizzes and tests.

	Activities: A complete schedule of classes for the semester is attached. There will be two homework assignments per week, managed by WebAssign. Pop quizzes will be given in class. There will be 3 midterm exams and a final exam. There will not be any extra credit work to help your grade.

	Homework Policy: Homework assignments are managed by the WebAssign online system. Current assignments and due dates are available in WebAssign and will not be announced in class. In general, homework is due every Tuesday and Friday by 3:00pm. Students will not be given extensions for any missed assignments for any reason, including technical reasons. Not having access to WebAssign is no exception. You will receive a zero (0) for any homework assignment not completed on time. Early submissions (24 hours in advance of the due times) will receive 10% bonus in grades.  

	Attendance and Tardy Policy: 

Class attendance is mandatory. Students are responsible for all information given in class, regardless of his/her attendance. A student absent for any reason is required to file an absence report with the TAMS Academic Office.  Attendance will be checked, and instances of non-attendance, tardiness and early leaves will be reported to the TAMS Academic Office. 
	Makeup Exam Policy: Make-up exams will only be given in the case of illness, school sponsored activities, or emergencies (such as an automobile accident).  To request a make-up exam, the student must inform the instructor of the reason before the exam takes place or, in case of an unexpected emergency, within 24 hours the exam was missed. However, even if the make-up exam is given, the student may have to provide documented proof for the excuse in order for the make-up exam grade to be included in the computation of the final grade.


	Academic Integrity: Students must follow all instructions on homework assignments and tests, and complete all assignments and tests independently. Cheating is not tolerated and will be reported to the TAMS office and the Office of Academic Integrity. Penalties for students who cheat on homework or tests will include a grade of F for the course and dismissal from TAMS. The university policy on academic dishonesty can be found at vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm.

	Evaluation:
Homework (online; highest 25)
15%
Quizzes (in class; non dropped)
5%
Midterm exams (3 total)               
15% each

Final Exam                                   
35%


	Grade Assignment:

89.60%-∞

A

79.60%-89.59%

B

69.60%-79.59%

C

59.60%-69.59%

D

0-59.59%

F

 

	Incomplete Policy: In general students will not be assigned a grade of I under any circumstances.

	Final Grade:  Final grades can be accessed online at  www.unt.edu/grades on December 17, 2012

	Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE): The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. 

	ADA Policy: The Department of Mathematics cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. It is the responsibility of the student with certified disabilities to provide the instructor with appropriate documentation from the Office of the Dean of Students.


UNT Mathematics Core Component:
After completing Math 1650, students will have learned:

1. to apply arithmetic, algebraic, geometric, higher-order thinking, and statistical methods to modeling and solving real-world situations;
2. to represent and evaluate basic mathematical information verbally, numerically, graphically, and symbolically;
3. to use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical thinking and understanding and to solve mathematical problems and judge the reasonableness of the results; and
4. to interpret mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables and schematics, and draw inferences from them.

While taking Math 1650, students will participate in the following over-arching objectives of UNT’s core curriculum. Math 1650 students will:

· explore math

· make connections between different areas of knowledge and different ways of knowing

· be able to locate, evaluate and organize information including the use of information technologies

· think critically and creatively, learning to apply different systems of analysis

· develop problem solving skills

· cultivate self-responsibility, building a foundation for life-long learning

Time commitment:

As a general rule, average college students are expected to spend a minimum of two (2) hours per week for each one (1) hour of class working on the course to be able to successfully learn the content.  If you are an “average” college-level learner, you should spend at least six (6) hours per week if you expect to successfully complete this course.  Adjust for more (or less) hours to accommodate your learning level.  
Recommended Keys to Success/Expectations

Students who are successful in college level math spend a great deal of time and honest effort outside of class along with punctual attendance.  Students who are successful come to each class on time and stay the entire class.  You are responsible for everything that happens in class.  You should come to each lecture and come prepared.   Students who are successful spend an hour (or two) after each lecture with a classmate reviewing the lesson and working on homework problems.  They read their textbooks regularly and make learning notes. Successful students work on the assignments consistently every day, instead of waiting until the last minute. They meet with a study group several times per week and use the UNT Math Tutor Lab. TAMS also offers tutoring service in McConnell Hall (find out the exact time and place for this semester).
The UNT Learning Center has many resources to help you, both study skills and free tutoring. You can find their webpage at www.unt.edu/lc. For online tutoring, go to the webpage and select the online tutoring button located in the left column of the page.  The UNT Learning Center offers an online tutoring system using the AskOnline platform.  

Math is not a spectator sport.  You will not learn mathematics from watching the instructor or friends display ideas and solve problems.  You must try the problems, finish problems, ask questions, correct your mistakes, put concepts in your own words, and practice, practice, practice! An increase in effort usually results in increases in success.  

Classroom Etiquette:

Appropriate behavior is expected of all students taking this course.  Arrive to class promptly and do not leave until the scheduled ending time of the class.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so as discreetly as possible and take a seat near the door. Turn off all non-medical electronic devices such as pagers, cell phones, laptops, etc. Take off the headphones.  Do not read newspaper or work on unrelated assignments during class.  You should not eat or drink during class either.  

Exam Etiquette:

· Place all papers, textbook, notes, etc. in a backpack or a book bag and close it securely.
· Turn off all electronic devices (unless medically necessary), this includes cell phones, pagers, etc.
· Handling of any such electronic devices during an exam will be construed as cheating (receiving unauthorized aid) and may result in a zero for that exam.  
· Do not wear hats or caps during exams.

· Do not share any materials during an exam.  This includes, but is not limited to pencils, erasers, calculators, etc.

· Have only the exam, pencil, eraser and calculator out during an exam.  Plenty of work–space is provided on the actual exam.  Scratch paper will be provided during exams and you will not be permitted to bring any scratch paper during an exam.

Finality of Grades:
All homework, quiz, and exam grades are final a week after the submission deadline. This includes disputed results on WebAssign problems, disputed results on tests and quizzes, miscalculated grades for tests and quizzes, and mis-recorded grades on tests and quizzes. After each activity (homework, quiz, exam) you have 7 days to bring to my attention any issues regarding incorrect grading.  After this deadline, the grades recorded on WebAssign are considered final.  
Key Dates for 2012 Fall

August 29, Wednesday


Classes begin.

September 6, Thursday


Last day to add or swap a class for 2012 Fall.


September 12, Wednesday

Last day to drop a course and receive some refund; Drops after this date require instructor’s written
 con

October 9, Tuesday


Last day to drop a course or withdraw from the university with a grade of “W” for courses that a student is not passing; after this date a grade of “WF” may be recorded. 


October 10, Wednesday


Beginning this date instructors may drop students with a grade of “WF” for non-attendance.


October 19, Friday


Mid semester

November 5, Monday


Beginning this date a student may request a grade of “I”, incomplete, a non-punitive grade given only if a student (1) is passing; (2) has justifiable reason why the work cannot be completed on schedule; and (3) arranges with instructor to complete the work within the following academic semester.


November 7, Wednesday


Last day to drop course with consent of instructor

November 22 – 23, Thursday, Friday


Thanksgiving – University closed.

November 29, Friday


Last day for an instructor to drop a student with a grade of “WF” for non-attendance  

December 7, Friday


Reading Day – No Classes

December 9, Saturday – December 14, Friday


Final examinations week:  term ends.
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