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HIST 4263 WAR IN CHINA, 1750 TO PRESENT
TR 11:00-12:20 WH 215
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241
Phone: 891-6789. E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 1:00-4:00 or (strongly recommended) by appointment.
GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

In this course we will be looking at the ways in which the Qing imperial government created what we know today as China in the 1750s, and at the ways in which Chinese regimes afterward, ranging from the Qing imperial state, to the Republic of China and the People’s Republic of China have engaged in military action in order to achieve two goals: to build a modern nation-state on the basis of the multi-ethnic empire created by the Manchu Qing dynasty, and to define and secure the borders of that state. This has been done in the course of a series of wars: first, the initial wars that brought the territory that we regard as “China” (plus a bit more) under one central government for the first time in history, and then, from the mid-nineteenth century through the present, wars and other military actions, some of them against foreign enemies, some of them civil wars, and some perhaps best characterized as the use of the military in suppressing incidents of domestic unrest which the state regarded as particularly threatening. As we move into the twenty-first century, Chinese military preparation and action will be increasingly informed not only by these two goals, but also by a third goal: control of access to natural resources, including natural gas and petroleum, and the security of shipping lanes.
The course will use a textbook in order to give you a general framework of reference, along with selected journal articles and book chapters and a series of lectures. Examinations will be based on a combination of lecture and readings.
TEXTS

1. Elleman. Modern Chinese Warfare.  Routledge.

2. Lary. The Chinese People at War. Cambridge University Press.

3. Zhai. China and the Vietnam Wars, 1950-1975. University of North Carolina Press.

4. Other assigned readings will be posted as PDF files on the Blackboard site for this course.
ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
Book review 1 (Lary)




15%

Book review 2 (Qiang)



15%

Article summaries 4 @ 5%



20%

Examination # 1




15%
Examination # 2




15%
Final examination




20%

NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Guidelines for written assignments appear at the end of this syllabus.

2. All assignments must be submitted via the “Turnitin” icon for that assignment on the Blackboard site for the course. No e-mail submissions to the instructor.
3. All written work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in at least a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly heavier penalties, up to and including expulsion from the University.

The two in-class and final examinations must be taken at the regularly scheduled time. No exceptions are possible—check the schedule and plan accordingly. The final examination for this course will be on Thursday May 9, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Make-up policy: make-up examinations will be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time for students who have missed an examination because of documented illness or documented university-approved absence only.

DISABILITY STATEMENT

Any student with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA), Suite 322, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of the class. Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.

Students who have registered with the ODA should make an appointment to discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor. The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234).

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART ONE: 1750 THROUGH 1928
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading

	1. Jan. 15
	Introduction: War in Chinese History
	x-xi
	Fairbank

	2. Jan. 17
	The Qianlong Emperor and the Qing military
	3-12
	

	3. Jan. 22
	The Opium War and the failure of China’s traditional military
	13-34
	

	4. Jan. 24
	The Taiping War and other mid-19th century conflicts
	35-81
	

	5. Jan. 29
	Self-Strengthening and its results in the late 19th-early 20th centuries
	82-115
	Fung, “Testing the Self-strengthening” Summary due by 6:00 a.m. today via Turnitin.

	6. Jan. 31
	The Boxer War and the Russo-Japanese War
	116-137
	

	7. Feb. 5
	Qing military modernization and the 1911 Revolution
	138-146
	

	8. Feb. 7
	China in the Great War (WWI)
	
	

	9. Feb. 12
	The age of the warlords
	149-166
	McCord, “Cries that shake the earth.” Summary due by 6:00 a.m. today via Turnitin.

	10. Feb. 14
	The Northern Expedition
	166-193
	

	11. Feb. 19
	EXAM #1
	Material covered: Textbook, x-193; lectures/powerpoints; Fairbank, Purdue, Fung, & McCord articles.

Format: Short answers and essay.


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART TWO: 1928-1976
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading

	12. Feb. 21
	The founding of the People’s Liberation Army, encirclement campaigns, and Long March
	218-top of 220
	

	13. Feb. 26
	Sino-Soviet Conflict and Japanese Aggression
	178-202
	

	14. Feb. 28
	The War of Resistance Against Japan (I)
	202-216
	Lary

	15. March 5
	The War of Resistance Against Japan (II)
	202-216
	Lary

	16. March 7
	The Chinese Civil War, 1945-1949
	220-232
	Lary book review due by 6:00 a.m. today via Turnitin.

	17. March 19
	The PLA in the Korean War
	235-253
	

	18. March 21
	The Taiwan Straits Crises (1954-55, 1958)
	
	Li, “PLA Attacks and Amphibious Operations.” Summary due by 6:00 a.m. today via Turnitin.

	19. March 26
	War on the roof of the world, 1950-1972
	
	

	20. March 28
	The Sino-Indian and Sino-Russian border wars
	254-283
	

	21. April 2
	EXAM #2
	Material covered: Textbook, 218-top of 220, 178-283; lectures/powerpoints; Li chapter; Lary.

Format: Short answers and essay.


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART THREE: 1962-present
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading

	22. April 4
	The politicization of the People’s Liberation Army in the Cultural Revolution
	
	

	23. April 9
	China in the first and second Indochina wars
	284-291
	Qiang Zhai

	24. April 11
	China and the third Indochina war
	291-297
	Qiang Zhai

	25. April 16
	China’s nuclear weapons programs and strategy
	
	Qiang book review due today by 6:00 a.m. via Turnitin.

	26. April 18
	The PLA under Deng Xiaoping
	
	

	27. April 23
	1989
	301-309
	

	28. April 25
	Military Operations Other Than War (MOOTW) in the post-Deng era
	
	

	29. April 30
	The future of the People’s Liberation Army
	
	

	30. May 2
	Review and discussion of Johnston (Note: yes, I know, this is the last day of class. But you should be here anyway!)
	
	Johnston, “Cultural Realism.” Summary due by 6:00 a.m. today via Turnitin.


FINAL EXAMINATION:  THURSDAY MAY 9, 10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M.
Material to be covered in part one (short answers and essay # 1): textbook, 283-309; Lectures/powerpoints; Johnston article; Qiang’s book
PLUS

A second essay that will require you to think about issues such as change over time, causation, long-term patterns or their absence, and to look at different periods of time and different events from a comparative perspective; as such, you will be required to remember and think about material spanning the entire course of the semester.

Format of final examination: short answers and two essays
Guidelines for written assignments:

You will be required to submit the following written assignments:
1. two book reviews (one each on the books by Diana Lary and Zhai Qiang)

2.  and one-page summaries of four articles/book chapters that are assigned 
for the course.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

I expect to see some originality in your writing (obviously, more in the book reviews than in the one-page summaries). Therefore, I cannot tell you exactly “what to do to get an A.” I can give you certain positive and negative guidelines.
Everything that you write should:
· Have a title and an opening paragraph in which you clearly state your theme.

· Use concrete evidence from the book or article.

· Cite all references and quotations by page number. 

· Cite all references to or quotations from any other sources, giving the author, publisher, date of publication, place of publication, and page number of the source.

· Each paper must be the assigned length.

· Each paper must be uploaded to Turnitin.com through the Turnitin assignment icon on the Blackboard site for this course

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

1. Article summaries:

a. Give me a concise summary of the main points that the author is making in the article or book chapter.

b. Do not simply reproduce facts: identify and explain arguments.

c. Do not get bogged down in reproducing details: again, it is the main points of the article that you need to identify correctly.

d. One page in length: no more, no less.

e. Put your name and the bibliographic information for the article at the top of the page, using the minimum required space.

2. Book reviews:

a. Write a book review, 2-5 pages. (Please note: 2 pages is a minimum requirement and may earn you a minimum kind of grade.)
b. Your task here is to identify the author’s main thesis and to explain it someone who has not read the book. Tell us what the book is about, how the author makes his or her argument, and what his or her conclusions are. I am not interested in whether you liked the book or not, or whether you found it exciting, boring, confusing or any other opinions of that variety. I want you to focus on understanding and explaining the ideas that the author is trying to communicate. If you do find any of the books or articles to be confusing, you should come to talk to me—with the book or article in hand—so that we can clear up your confusion before you write your summary or book review.
