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HIST 4560 MODERN CHINA

TR 9:30-10:50 WH 214
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241
Phone: 891-6789. E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 1:00-4:00 or (strongly recommended) by appointment.
GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

This course is a survey of the history of modern China, defined as the late eighteenth century through the early twenty-first century. To put it in perspective, this course covers in one semester a period of time nearly equivalent to that covered by the two-semester survey of United States history offered at this and other universities. To cover such a long and complicated period within the confines of a single semester inevitably means that the course is one that is broad but not deep. It is, in short, an introductory course. However, since the course is an introduction to a part of the world with which the majority of students are not familiar, it is a rather challenging introductory course. The goal of the course is to have you emerge at the end of the semester with a basic understanding of the history of China from the late eighteenth through the late twentieth centuries.

TEXTS

The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at the bookstore in the Union. You may be able to get a better deal on those to be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—just make sure that you get them on time!

1. Tanner. China: A History: From the Great Qing Empire through the People’s Republic of China. Hackett Publishing. Paperback. (Note: royalties generated from sales of new copies at UNT bookstore and Voertman’s go directly to World Wildlife Fund—the author gets no financial benefit.)
2. Shen. Six Records of a Life Adrift. Hackett Publishing.
3. Pruitt, A Daughter of Han. Stanford University Press.
4. Ma.  Blood Red Sunset. Penguin.
5. Dutton. Beijing Time. Harvard University Press.
ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
Examination # 1




15%
Examination # 2




15%
Essay on Shen Fu and Daughter of Han 

15%
Essay on Ma Bo




15%

Book review





15%

Final examination




25%
NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Guidelines for written assignments appear at the end of this syllabus.

2. All assignments must be submitted via the “Turnitin” icon for that assignment on the Blackboard site for the course. No e-mail submissions to the instructor.
3. All written work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in at least a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly heavier penalties, up to and including expulsion from the University.

The two in-class and final examinations must be taken at the regularly scheduled time. No exceptions are possible—check the schedule and plan accordingly. The final examination for this course will be on Tuesday May 7, 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Make-up policy: make-up examinations will be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time for students who have missed an examination because of documented illness or documented university-approved absence only.

DISABILITY STATEMENT

Any student with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA), Suite 322, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of the class. Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.

Students who have registered with the ODA should make an appointment to discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor. The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234).

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART ONE: BACKROUND THROUGH 1910
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading
	Papers due

	1. Jan. 15
	Introduction, geography, cultural background
	1-15
	
	

	2. Jan. 17
	Historical background—through Ming dynasty & rise of the Manchus
	16-30
	Shen Fu
	

	3. Jan. 22
	Building the Qing Empire: the Shunzhi, Yongzheng, Kangxi and Qianlong reigns
	33-45
	Shen Fu
	

	4. Jan. 24
	Governing the Empire: Examinations and Officials
	45-52
	Shen Fu
	

	5. Jan. 29
	Family, culture and religion in the late Qing
	52-60
	Shen Fu
	

	6. Jan. 31
	The troubles of empire: structural weaknesses and foreign trade
	60-68
	Shen Fu
	

	7. Feb. 5
	The Opium War
	72-79
	Pruitt, Book One
	

	8. Feb. 7
	Mid-Century Rebellions
	79-87
	Pruitt, Book One
	

	9. Feb. 12
	Self-Strengthening and the 1898 Reform Movement
	87-96
	Pruitt, Book Two
	Book review

	10. Feb. 14
	The Boxer War, Late Qing Reform, and Revolutionary Movements
	96-105
	Pruitt, Book Two
	

	11. Feb. 19
	EXAM #1
	Material covered: Textbook pp. 1-105; Shen Fu; Pruitt Books 1 & 2; lectures.

Format: short answer and essay


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART TWO: 1911 REVOLUTION THROUGH 1949
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading
	Papers due

	12. Feb. 21
	Reform, revolution, and the end of the Qing empire
	111-117
	Pruitt, 142-74
	

	13. Feb. 26
	The presidency of Yuan Shikai
	117-123
	Pruitt, 175-94
	

	14. Feb. 28
	The New Culture Movement and WWI
	123-132
	Pruitt, 195-217
	

	15. March 5
	The Comintern and the establishment of Leninist political parties in China
	132-137
	Pruitt, 218-228
	

	16. March 7
	War and nationalism: the May 30th Movement
	137-144
	
	

	17. March 19
	The Northern Expedition and the Nanjing Decade
	149-165
	
	Essay on Shen/Pruitt

	18. March 21
	Video (to be arranged)
	
	
	

	19. March 26
	Japanese Imperialism and the Anti-Japanese War
	165-176
	
	

	20. March 28
	The Communist Party and the Civil War
	176-187
	
	

	21. April 2
	EXAM #2
	Material covered: Textbook, pp. 111-187; Pruitt, pp. 142-228; lectures.

Format: short answer and essay


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
PART THREE: 1949-2008
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook
	Other reading
	Papers due

	22. April 4
	Leaning to one side and resisting America: the early years of the People’s Republic
	193-201
	
	

	23. April 9
	Building socialism in China
	202-204
	
	

	24. April 11
	The Great Leap Forward
	204-211
	
	

	25. April 16
	The retreat from radicalism
	211-217
	Ma Bo
	

	26. April 18
	Mao’s last act: The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
	217-228
	Finish Ma Bo (entire book)
	

	27. April 23
	The post-Mao years: political struggle, economic reform
	234-242
	
	Essay on Ma Bo

	28. April 25
	Economic reform and political reform
	242-252
	
	

	29. April 30
	Deepening reform, emerging social and environmental problems
	252-264
	
	

	30. May 2
	China and the world in the late 20th-early 21st centuries
	264-269
	
	


FINAL EXAMINATION:  TUESDAY MAY 7, 8:00 A.M.-10:0 A.M.
Format: short answers and two essays

Material covered by short answer and first essay: textbook, pp. 193-269; lectures.

Material covered by second essay: Dutton, Beijing Time
ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS

You will be required to write two essays and a book review during the course of the semester. Below I will give you first some general instructions with regard to essay-writing, and then specific instructions for each type of assignment.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

I expect to see some originality in your writing. Therefore, I cannot tell you exactly “what to do to get an A.” I can give you certain positive and negative guidelines.

Your essay should:

· Have a title and an opening paragraph in which you clearly state your theme or argument. (Precisely what the theme or argument is, well that’s up to you!)

· Use concrete evidence from the book to prove your theme or argument.

· Cite all references and quotations by page number. 

· Cite all references to or quotations from any other sources, giving the author, publisher, date of publication, place of publication, and page number of the source.

· Each paper must be two to four full typed (11 or 12-point font), pages in length, with your name and the title of the essay on a separate title page.
· Each paper must be uploaded to Turnitin.com through the Turnitin assignment icon on the Blackboard site for this course
Here are some things to avoid.
Your essay should not:

· Be a summary of the book or of a portion of the book. Say something original. Everything that you write should have a thesis that is yours.
· Contain spelling errors or grammatical errors (this will have a negative effect on your grade).

· Be less than two full pages or more than four.

· Be lifted, in part or in whole, from any source whatsoever (this is called plagiarism and can get you an F for the paper, an F for the course, and even get you thrown out of school—likewise for cheating on exams. Any evidence of plagiarism will get you, at the least, a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly worse.
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

1. Book review. Due on February 12, 2013
a. Choose a book from the list of approved books on the Blackboard site. You must choose a book from this list. All of them are in the UNT library.

b. Write a book review, 2-4 pages.

c. Your task here is to identify the author’s main thesis and to explain it someone who has not read the book. Tell me what the book is about, how the author makes his or her argument, and what his or her conclusions are. I am not interested in having you write about whether you liked the book or not, or whether you found it exciting, boring, confusing or any other opinions of that variety. I want you to focus on understanding and explaining the ideas that the author is trying to communicate.

2. Essay on Shen Fu’s Six Records and Ida Pruitt’s Daughter of Han. Due on March 19, 2013. 2-4 pages.

a. Write an essay in which you compare the stories of these two individuals and how they portray life in China. There are a number of different ways that you could do this. Some issues to think about include:
a) Gender roles
b) Family

c) Human relationships beyond the family

d) The ways in which life changed between the time of Shen Fu and the time of Ning Lao T’ai-t’ai.
3. Essay on Ma Bo’s Blood Red Sunset. Due on April 23, 2013. 2-4 pages. You might try one of the following topics:

a) Comparison of gender roles (male and/or female) or of the family in late 18th-early 19th century Qing and in 1960s-70s China as seen in Blood Red Sunset and Six Records and Daughter of Han.
b) The status of intellectuals in Mao’s China
c) Youth in the Cultural Revolution
d) Victims and/or victimizers
