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HIST 4550 IMPERIAL CHINA

TR 9:30-10:50 WH 112
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241

E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 1:00-4:00 or (strongly recommended) by appointment

GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

The goal of this course is to give you a general overview of the history of China, from the Neolithic period through the eighteenth century. The emphasis is on political history, but other issues (religion, philosophy, family, gender, popular and high culture) will receive some consideration. The course is built around my textbook China: A History volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire. Lectures will explore specific topics in greater depth. You are also welcome to raise questions about the reading in class. You will find it easier to understand the lectures and to raise questions in class if you have done the assigned reading before class every day.
I have assigned four other books to supplement the textbook. All four are biographies of emperors. Through reading these biographies, I intend that you should learn more about the problems of administering an empire. Each of the four individuals whose biographies you will read are particularly outstanding (although in some cases quite controversial) examples of the practice of imperial rule. As you read these biographies, I hope that you will be thinking about issues such as the qualities of a ruler, the practical difficulties of conquering and administering a huge, multi-ethnic empire, the challenges of establishing and defending a frontier, and even such prosaic issues as taxation, budgets, and factional politics.

In addition to the textbooks and lectures, I will prepare “learning modules” for some (but not all) of the topics that we deal with in class. These “learning modules” will consist of links to various online resources that you may use to further explore specific topics. These may be useful for you both as you prepare for the mid-term and final examinations and as you work on the two assigned papers for this course.
COMMUNICATIONS
There is a Blackboard site for the course. This is where I will post any Powerpoint presentations, additional recommended readings and web links. If I have announcements to make about the course, these will be posted on Blackboard and e-mailed to whichever of your e-mail addresses is in the Blackboard system (probably your official UNT e-mail address).

If you want to get in touch with me, e-mail me at htanner@unt.edu. Do not send messages within Blackboard—I may not see them right away.
TEXTS

The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at the bookstore in the Union. You may be able to get a better deal on those to be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—just make sure that you get them on time!

1. Harold Tanner. China: A History volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire. Hackett Publishing, 2010.(
2. Sima Qian (Raymond Dawson, translator). The First Emperor: Selections from the Historical Records. Oxford University Press, 2009.

3. Harry N. Rothschild. Wu Zhao: China’s Only Woman Emperor. Pearson, 2008.

4. Ruth Dunnell. Chinggis Khan. Pearson, 2009

5. Mark Elliott. Emperor Qianlong: Son of Heaven. Pearson, 2009.

*Note: royalties generated from sales at the UNT bookstore and at Voertmans go directly from the publisher to the World Wildlife Fund—not to the author’s bank account.
ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
Mid-term examination



25%

Paper no. 1





20%
Paper no. 2





20%

Final examination




35%

NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Guidelines for the two written assignments appear at the end of this syllabus.

2. All assignments must be submitted to Turnitin.com via the “Turnitin” icon for that assignment on the Blackboard site for the course. No e-mail submissions.
3. All written work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in at least a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly heavier penalties, up to and including expulsion from the University.

All examinations will be a combination of short answer and essay questions.

Make-up policy: make-up examinations will be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time for students who have missed an examination because of documented illness or documented university-approved absence. Other reasonable accommodations will be made for students who miss class due to a documented illness or documented university-approved absence. The final exam must be taken at the regularly scheduled time. No exceptions are possible—plan your holiday travel accordingly. The final examination for this course will be on THURSDAY MAY 8, 8:00-10:00 AM
DISABILITY STATEMENT

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234).
Course Schedule and Reading Assignments

 (Part 1:Neolithic through Period of North-South Division)

	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Other Reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	1. Jan. 14
	Introduction: geography, language, basic concepts
	Introduction, pp. 3-14.
	
	Neolithic Cultures
	

	2. Jan. 16
	Early China: Myth and Archeology
	Introduction, pp. 14-28, Ch. 1, pp. 33-35.
	
	
	

	3. Jan. 21
	The Golden Age: Xia, Shang, Western Zhou
	Ch. 1, pp. 35-56
	
	The Shang Dynasty
	

	4. Jan. 23
	The World of Confucius
	Ch. 2, pp. 59-81.
	
	Debating the Dao
	

	5. Jan. 28
	Warring States: From Diversity to Unification
	Ch. 3, pp. 83-92
	The First Emperor
	
	

	6. Jan. 30
	Assessing the Qin Dynasty
	Ch. 3, pp. 83-92.
	
	Qin Shi Huangdi
	

	7. Feb. 4
	Liu Bang and his Legacy
	Ch. 3, pp. 92-96
	
	
	

	8. Feb. 6
	The Northern Frontier
	Ch. 3, pp. 96-102.
	
	The Silk Road
	

	9. Feb. 11
	Ruling the Han Empire: Politics, Economics, and Morality
	Ch. 3, pp. 102-106.
	
	
	

	10. Feb. 13
	The Perils of Economic Reform: Wang Mang’s Xin Dynasty & the Eastern Han
	Ch. 4, pp. 109-117.
	
	
	

	11. Feb. 18
	History: Sima Qian and Ban Gu
	Ch. 4, pp. 117-121.
	
	
	

	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Other Reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	12. Feb. 20
	Daoist Religion, Daoist Rebellion
	Ch. 4, pp. 122-126.
	
	
	

	13. Feb. 25
	The Three Kingdoms
	Ch. 5, 135-146.
	
	
	

	14. Feb. 27
	The Period of North-South Division
	Ch. 5, 146-152.
	
	
	

	15. Mar. 4
	Buddhism Comes to China
	Ch. 5, 152-164.
	
	Buddhism in China
	Paper # 1 due via Turnitin by 11:59 p.m.

	16. Mar. 6
	Mid-term Exam
	
	
	
	


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(Part 2: The Sui Dynasty through the reign of the Qing Qianlong Emperor)

	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Other reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	17. Mar. 18
	Building the Sui-Tang System
	Ch. 6, pp. 167-181.
	Wu Zhao
	Tang Culture
	

	18. Mar. 20
	The An Lushan Rebellion
	Ch. 6, pp. 181-198.
	
	Government in the Tang
	

	19. Mar. 25
	The Song Dynasty and its Northern Neighbors
	Ch. 7, pp. 201-217.
	
	
	

	20. Mar. 27
	Song Neo-Confucianism
	Ch. 7, pp. 217-234.
	
	Song Neo-Confucianism
	

	21. Apr. 1
	Qubilai (Khubilai) Khan and the Conquest of China
	Ch. 8, pp. 239-255.
	Chinggis Khan
	Chinggis and the Mongol Conquests
	

	22. Apr. 3
	Weaknesses of the Yuan Empire
	Ch. 8, pp. 256-273.
	
	
	

	23. Apr. 8
	Zhu Yuanzhang and the Yongle Emperor
	Ch. 9, pp. 281-296.
	
	The Zheng He Voyages
	

	24. Apr. 10
	The Grand Canal and the Great Wall
	Ch. 9, pp. 296-306
	
	
	

	25. Apr. 15
	Europe and the Ming: Missionaries and Merchants
	Ch. 10, pp. 310-324.
	
	China and Europe
	

	26. Apr. 17
	The Donglin Party
	Ch. 10, pp. 324-330.
	
	
	

	27. Apr. 22
	The First Great East Asian War: China vs. Japan, 1593-1598.
	Ch. 10, 330-333.
	
	
	

	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Other reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	28. Apr. 24
	Building the Qing Empire
	Ch. 11, pp. 340-352.
	Emperor Qianlong
	The Glory of the Qing Empire
	

	29. Apr. 29
	The County Magistrate
	Ch. 10, pp. 352-367.
	
	
	

	30. May 1
	Popular Rebellions in the Qing
	Ch. 10, pp. 367-377
	
	Living in the Chinese Cosmos
	Paper # 2 due via Turnitin by 11:59 p.m.


FINAL EXAMINATION (Part 1 covers material from sessions 17-30; Part 2 will be an essay that requires consideration of material covered in both the first and second parts of the course). The final exam will be held on THURSDAY MAY 8, 8:00-10:00 AM
Instructions for papers:

Expected length: 3-5 pages (double-spaced) each.

Some advice:

1. Each paper should have a clear thesis statement. I have set these topics up in order to require you to make an argument. State your argument somewhere in the first or second paragraph of your paper.

2. Your paper should follow the classic three-part structure: introduction, body, and conclusion.

3. Use concrete examples as evidence for your argument. Refer to specific individuals, events, institutions, ideas, etc. Use brief quotations when appropriate.

4. Footnote as necessary. Follow the Chicago Manual of Style. For more information, see the following sources:

a. https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
b. http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
c. Or find a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style in the library.

5. Proofread your work. Look for and correct grammatical and typographical errors. Remember that spellcheck is not necessarily your friend.

6. Have enough pride in yourself to do your own work. Plagiarism, if detected, will result in at least an “F” for the assignment, although heavier punishments can and will be considered for flagrant violations of academic honesty.
Paper # 1 (due 11:59 p.m. March 4)

Your topic is “Confucianism vs. Legalism: Which is the More Effective Political Philosophy?” In writing your essay, please draw on the assigned readings, lecture material, and on the material in the Learning Modules on “Debating the Dao” and “Qin Shi Huang Di.”
Paper # 2 (due 11:59 p.m. May 1)

Your topic is “How to Run an Empire: Lessons from the Tang, Yuan, and Qing Dynasties.” In writing your essay, please draw on the assigned readings, lecture material, and on the Learning Modules on “Government in the Tang,” “Chinggis and the Mongol Conquests,” “The Glory of the Qing,” and “Living in the Chinese Cosmos.”
