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HIST 4263 The Korean and Vietnam Wars
TR 11:00-12:20 WH 112
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241
Phone: 891-6789. E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 1:30-4:30 or (strongly recommended) by appointment.
GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

The goal of the course is to teach you something about what, for Americans, stand as the two major “hot” wars that took place in the context of the Cold War: the Korean War and the Vietnam War. Americans generally view these wars as American experiences, and see them purely within the bipolar framework of the Cold War as two conflicts in which the United States fought against the clients of the Soviet Union; in other words, as two wars of democracy/capitalism versus Communism. In this course, we will take a different point of view. While keeping the Cold War context and its significance under consideration (because it is very significant indeed), this course will look at these wars primarily as what they were: a) they were civil wars between different factions within Korea and Vietnam; and b) they were inextricably bound up in the experience of resistance to imperialism (Japanese imperialism in the case of Korea, French imperialism for Vietnam). In both cases, the American presence represented in some sense a continuation of imperialist domination. This approach to the Korean and Vietnam Wars allows us to look beyond “the American military experience” in Korean and Vietnam to view these conflicts as events in which Koreans and Vietnamese (on both sides) and Chinese as well as Americans all played significant roles.
In order to learn about the backgrounds and histories of the Korean and Vietnam Wars, you will be asked to read extensively and to write reflectively and analytically about some of the assigned readings. Class time will be used primarily for lectures. You are encouraged to raise questions during class time in order to clarify issues that you may need help with. In order to do so efficiently, it is recommended that you read the assigned material before class begins.

You will take two examinations: a mid-term and a final. The examinations will consist of short answer and essay questions. You will also be required to submit three written assignments.
TEXTS

The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at the bookstore in the Union. You may be able to get a better deal on those to be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—just make sure that you get them on time!

1. James I. Matray. “Korea’s war at 60: A survey of the literature.” (article available on Blackboard )

2. Bruce Cumings. The Korean War: A History. Modern Library; Reprint edition, 2011.
3. Wada Haruki. The Korean War: An International History. Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.

4. Mark Atwood Lawrence. The Vietnam War: A Concise International History. Oxford University Press, 2010.
5. Nguyen Thi Dinh. No Other Road to Take: Memoir of Mrs Nguyen Thi Dinh. Cornell University Southeast Asia Program, 1976.
6. Truang Nhu Tang. A Vietcong Memoir: An Inside Account of the Vietnam War and Its Aftermath. Vintage, 1986.
7. Gary R. Hess. “The Unending Debate: Historians and the Vietnam War.” (Recommended reading, but not required.) Article available on Blackboard.

ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
Essay on “Historiographical Review”


5%

Mid-term examination



25%
Paper no. 1





15%
Paper no. 2





20%

Final examination




35%
NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Guidelines for written assignments appear at the end of this syllabus.

2. All assignments must be submitted to Turnitin.com via the “Turnitin” icon for that assignment on the Blackboard site for the course.
3. All written work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in at least a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly heavier penalties, up to and including expulsion from the University.

Make-up policy: make-up examinations will be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time for students who have missed an examination because of documented illness or documented university-approved absence. The mid-tern and final examinations must be taken at the regularly scheduled time. No exceptions are possible—check the schedule and plan accordingly. The final examination for this course will be on Tuesday May 12, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
DISABILITY STATEMENT

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234).

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(Part 1: The Korean War)
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
Corresponding readings should be done before class each day.
	Haruki, The Korean War
	Cumings, The Korean War
	Other assignments and papers due

	1. 20 Jan.
	Introduction: the course, imperialism, and nationalism, and limited war.
	xv-xxvii
	
	Read Matray’s essay (PDF on Bb)

	2. 22 Jan.
	The Korean Heritage
	
	xv-xix, 1-23
	

	3. 27 Jan.
	Japanese Imperialism and Korean Resistance
	
	24-35
	

	4. 29 Jan.
	The International Context: The Great Powers, Post-war Planning for Korea, and division
	1-7
	40-58
	

	5. 3 Feb.
	Occupation (North and South), Establishment of two Koreas, and Kim Il Sung’s war plans
	7-73
	61-76
	

	6. 5 Feb.
	The North Korean Attack and Advance to Pusan
	75-104
	79-100
	

	7. 10 Feb.
	The North Korean Occupation of the South, the UN Debate, and Chinese Reactions to the Situation in Korea
	104-112
	103-146
	Essay on Matray’s historiographical review due today, 6:00 a.m.

	8. 12 Feb.
	The Defense of the Pusan Perimeter, MacArthur and the Inchon Landing
	112-122
	
	

	9. 17 Feb.
	China’s Intervention: Decision and Entry (First Phase Offensive)
	122-151
	
	

	10. 19 Feb.
	Mao’s Military Romanticism: China’s 2nd and 3rd Phase Offensives
	151-167
	
	

	11. 24 Feb.
	China’s 4th and 5th Phase Offensives and the Stalemate
	169-211
	
	

	12. 26 Feb.
	The Air War
	213-255
	147-161
	

	13. 3 March
	Diplomacy: From the U.N. to Panmunjom
	257-291
	
	

	14. 5 March
	South and North Korea’s Unending War: the Continued Relevance of War in the “Post-war” Era.
	293-303
	162-203
	

	15. 10 March
	The Korean War: Discussion and review session
	
	204-221
	Your review of Cumings & Haruki due today 6:00 a.m.

	16. 12 March
	Mid-term Examination

(Covers material in sessions 1-15 and accompanying reading.)
	
	
	


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(Part 2: The Vietnam Wars)
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Lawrence, The Vietnam War)
	Other reading
	Papers due

	17. 24 March
	The Vietnamese heritage
	
	
	

	18. 26 March
	The French Colonial period
	1-15
	Read both A Viet Cong Memoir and No Other Road to Take at your own pace, finishing both by 30 April
	

	19. 31 March
	The Rise of Vietnamese Nationalism
	15-26
	
	

	20. 2 April
	The French War (1945-1954)
	26-53
	
	

	21. 7 April
	Geneva, Nation-building, and the Beginnings of American Involvement (1954-1960)
	53-66
	
	

	22. 9 April
	The Insurgency in South Vietnam (1960-1963)
	67-90
	
	

	23. 14 April
	The Beginning of the American War (1964-1965)
	91-108
	
	

	24. 16 April
	Johnson’s Wars—in Vietnam and on the Home Front, 1965-1968
	108-114
	
	

	25. 21 April
	Johnson’s Wars--continued
	115-136
	
	

	26. 23 April
	From Chicago to Kent State
	137-159
	
	

	27. 28 April
	Nixon’s War
	161-172
	
	

	28. 30 April
	The Sino-Vietnamese (Third Indo-Chinese) War, 1979-1989
	
	
	

	29. 5 May
	Assessing the Vietnam War
	173-185
	
	Your review of A Viet Cong Memoir and No Other Road to Take due 6:00 a.m.

	30. 5 May
	Vietnam, the Koreas, and America —discussion and review
	
	
	


FINAL EXAMINATION (Part 1 covers material from sessions 17-29; Part 2 involves both the Korean and Vietnam Wars): Tuesday May 12, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Instructions for essay on Matray’s “Historiographical Review”:
The purposes of this assignment are:

1. To show you what an “historiographical review” (that is, a critical review or survey of a set of historical literature on a specific topic) is like.

2. To get you thinking about the different ways in which the Korean War has been understood by historians.

3. To give you an opportunity to do a piece of writing that is not too high-stakes (in terms of grade) so that you can get an idea of how well you might be doing in this class.

You should proceed with the assignment in the following steps:

1. Write down your impressions of the Korean War (any and all aspects of it)—I recommend that you do this at the very beginning of the semester. You should not be self-conscious about this—whatever you know, think you know, or whatever questions you have; also, whatever you think are the general American impressions of the Korean War.

2. Read James I. Matray’s article “A Historiographical Review—Korea’s War at 60: A Survey of the Literature.” As you do so, be sensitive to the way in which he analyzes and compares different points of view, and to what you (and/or the average American) can learn from the article.
3. Write a brief essay in response to the article—what I want is for you to explain what you learn about the Korean War and, more importantly, what you learn about the different ways that American understand or view the Korean War, and even what you learn about historians and the writing of history.
What will I be looking for in your essay?
1. Length—minimum two double-spaced pages. No maximum, but I’m expecting roughly 3 on average.

2. The classic organization of an essay—a clear introduction, a body, and a conclusion.

3. Careful, step-by-step development of whatever points it is that you want to make in your essay.

4. The use of evidence (quotes from or citations to the article). Use of other sources (print or online) is not required, but is certainly permissible and, if done well, could enhance your grade.

5. Quality writing (an essay divided logically into paragraphs and using proper grammar and spelling).

Instructions for book reviews:

Expected length: 3-5 (or more) pages (double-spaced).

Content:

1. Write the book review as though the purpose is to explain the books to someone who has not read them and who may not know much about the context (i.e. the Korean or Vietnam wars).

2. What points of view do the authors write from?

3. What is the main themes or arguments of the books?

4. How does the author illustrate the main theme?

5. Do the author’s message and content confirm, change, or contradict what an ordinary American reader might think about the Korean or Vietnam wars before having read the book? What might an American reader learn from these books?

6. Do the authors successfully convince you of their points of view? Why or why not?
7. How do the two authors’ points of view, main themes and interpretations of the Korean and Vietnam wars compare to each other?
Note: in Matray’s article you have an example of a historian writing a review of many books. This may give you some insights on how to write comparative analyses of multiple books. If you want another example, you may read Gary R. Hess’ “The Unending Debate” (available on the Blackboard site).
Also note that in grading your papers, I will take grammar, organization, punctuation, and writing style into account.
