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HIST 4550 IMPERIAL CHINA

TR 9:30-10:50 WH 221
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241

E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 11:00-12:00; MW 1:00-2:00 or (strongly recommended) by appointment

GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

The goal of this course is to give you a general overview of the history of China, from the Neolithic period through the eighteenth century. The emphasis is on political history, and specifically on the question of governance, but other issues (religion, philosophy, family, gender, and popular and high culture) will receive some consideration. The course is built around my textbook China: A History volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire. Lectures will explore specific topics in greater depth. You are also welcome to raise questions about the reading in class. You will find it easier to understand the lectures and to raise questions in class if you have done the assigned reading before class every day.
I have assigned four other books to supplement the textbook. All these readings are related to the course focus on governance. John Dardess’ book Governing China, 150-1850 is to be read in stages throughout the semester, each stage corresponding to a specific period of time. The other three books are biographies of rulers: first comes Sima Qian’s biography of the First Emperor of China; the second is N. Harry Rothschild’s biography of Wu Zhao, China’s only woman emperor; the third is Mark Elliott’s biography of Qianlong, the greatest of the Qing dynasty emperors. I hope that these three biographies will give you some insights into the ways in which three different rulers, in three different times, addressed the problems of running a vast empire.
In addition to the textbooks and lectures, there are “learning modules” for some (but not all) of the topics that we deal with in class. These “learning modules” will consist of links to various online resources that you may use to further explore specific topics. These may be useful for you both as you prepare for the mid-term and final examinations and as you work on the two assigned papers for this course.

COMMUNICATIONS

There is a Blackboard site for the course. This is where I will post any Powerpoint presentations, additional recommended readings and web links. If I have announcements to make about the course, these will be posted on Blackboard and e-mailed to whichever of your e-mail addresses is in the Blackboard system (probably your official UNT e-mail address).

If you want to get in touch with me, e-mail me at htanner@unt.edu. Do not send messages within Blackboard—I may not see them right away.

TEXTS

The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at the bookstore in the Union. You may be able to get a better deal on those to be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—just make sure that you get them on time!

1.
China: A History volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire. Harold Tanner. 978-1-60384-202-0*

2.
Governing China: 150-1850. John Dardess. 
978-1-60384-311-9

3.
The First Emperor: Selections from the Historical Records. Sima Qian (Raymond Dawson, translator). 978-0199574391

4.
Wu Zhao: China’s Only Woman Emperor. Harry N. Rothschild. 978-0321394262

5.
Emperor Qianlong: Son of Heaven. Mark Elliott. 978-0321084446
*Note: royalties generated from sales at the UNT bookstore and at Voertmans go directly from the publisher to the World Wildlife Fund—not to the author’s bank account.
ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
6 sets of 3 questions @ 1 point each set

6%

Review essay on The First Emperor


15%

Review essay on Wu Zhao



15%

Review essay on Emperor Qianlong


15%
Take-home exam # 1




15%

Take-home exam # 2




15%

Take-home final exam



19%

NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Guidelines for the review essays and take-home exams appear at the end of this syllabus.

2. All assignments (other than the 6 sets of three questions) must be submitted to Turnitin.com via the “Turnitin” icon for that assignment on the Blackboard site for the course. No e-mail submissions. The six sets of three questions are due at the beginning of class on the days that they are due, typed, on paper, not e-mailed, not slid under my door in the dark of night, and not brought in by your friend…
3. All written work must be your own. Plagiarism will result in at least a “zero” for the assignment, and possibly heavier penalties, up to and including expulsion from the University.
The final examination for this course will be a take-home examination done via Turnitin. It will be due by Thursday December 10, 11:59 p.m.
QUIZZES
I will give short, unannounced quizzes in class every once in a while (whenever I feel like it). The purpose of these quizzes will be:

1. To give me an idea of whether or not you have been doing the reading

2. To give you an idea of how well you are understanding the material
DISABILITY STATEMENT

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234).
COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
 Introduction and Part I—The Early Empire: Building Institutions and Identity, 2017 BCE-220 CE
	Session
	Lecture/Discussion topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Governing China
	Other Reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	1. Aug. 25
	Introduction: geography, language, basic concepts
	Introduction (3-28)
	
	
	Neolithic Cultures
	

	2. Aug. 27
	Neolithic China and the Shang
	Chapter 1 (33-46)
	
	The First Emperor
	The Shang Dynasty
	Questions on Neolithic and Shang (in class, today)

	3. Sept. 1
	A Model of Government: The Western Zhou Dynasty
	Chapter 1 (46-56)
	
	
	
	

	4. Sept. 3
	Confucius and his world (1)
	Chapter 259-66)
	
	
	Debating the Dao
	

	5. Sept. 8
	Confucius and his world (2)
	Chapter 2 (66-81)
	
	
	
	Questions on 100 Schools of Thought (in class, today)

	6. Sept. 10
	The Qin dynasty
	Chapter 3 (83-92)
	
	The First Emperor (should be finished)
	Qin Shi Huangdi
	Essay on First Emperor due via Turnitiin by 6:00 a.m. today

	7. Sept. 15
	Liu Bang and the Western Han
	Chapter 3 (92-96)
	
	
	
	

	8. Sept. 17
	The reign of Emperor Wu (Han Wudi)
	Chapter 3 (96-106)
	
	
	The Silk Road
	

	9. Sept. 22
	Economic reform, culture, and history in the Han dynasty
	Chapter 4 (109-130)
	pp. x-xxii; 1-5
	
	Take-home exam for Part I due via Turnitin by 6:00 a.m. Mon. Sept. 28


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Part II: Cultural Interaction and Transformation, 220-1368
	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Governing China
	Other Reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	10. Sept. 24
	The Three Kingdoms & Western Jin
	Chapt. 5 (135-146)
	pp. 5-12
	Wu Zhao
	
	

	11. Sept. 29
	Buddhism and North/South Division
	Chapt. 5 (146-164)
	pp. 12-18
	
	Buddhism in China
	Questions on Buddhism and Period of Division (in class, today)

	12. Oct. 1
	The Sui dynasty
	Chapt. 6 (167-170)
	19-28
	
	
	

	13. Oct. 6
	The Tang dynasty (1)
	Chapt. 6 (170-191)
	pp. 28-35
	
	Tang Culture
	

	14. Oct. 8
	The Tang dynasty (2)
	Chapt. 6 (191-198)
	pp. 36-45
	Wu Zhao (finished)
	Government in the Tang
	Essay on Wu Zhao due via Turnitin by 6:00 a.m. today

	15. Oct. 13
	The Song dynasty: Politics
	Chapt. 7 (201-214)
	pp. 45-51
	
	
	

	16. Oct. 15
	The Song dynasty: economics
	Chapt. 7 (214-224)
	
	
	
	Questions on the Song dynasty (in class, today)

	17. Oct. 20
	The Song dynasty: philosophy & culture
	Chapt. 7 (224-234)
	
	
	Song Neo-Confucianism
	

	18. Oct. 22
	The Mongol conquest and the Yuan dynasty of Qubilai Khan
	Chapt. 8 (239-259)
	pp. 52-61
	
	Chinggis and theConquests
	

	19. Oct. 27
	The fall of the Yuan dynasty
	Chapt. 8 (259-273)
	pp. 61-66
	
	Take-home exam for Part II due via Turnitin by 6:00 a.m. Mon. Nov. 2


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(Part 3: The Sui Dynasty through the reign of the Qing Qianlong Emperor)

	Session
	Lecture topic (subject to change)
	Textbook (Tanner)
	Governing China
	Other reading
	Learning Module
	Papers due

	20. Oct. 29
	Zhu Yuanzhang
	Chapt. 9 (281-286)
	pp. 66-71
	
	
	

	21. Nov. 3
	The Yongle Emperor and the Zheng He Voyages
	Chapt 9 (286-306)
	
	
	
	

	22. Nov. 5
	The Ming & the world
	Chapt. 10 (310-324)
	pp. 71-76
	
	China and Europe
	

	23. Nov. 10
	Ming politics and collapse
	Chapt. 10 (324-335)
	pp. 76-82
	
	
	Questions on the Ming dynasty (in class, today)

	24. Nov. 12
	Nurhachi, Huang Taiji and the rise of the Manchu Qing dynasty
	Chapt. 11 (340-346)
	pp. 82-86
	Emperor Qianlong
	
	

	25. Nov. 17
	Qing Empire-building
	Chapt. 11 (346-352)
	pp. 86-88
	
	
	

	26. Nov. 19
	Governing the empire
	Chapt 11 (352-359)
	pp. 89-102
	
	The Glory of the Qing Empire
	Questions on the Qianlong reign (in class, today)

	27. Nov. 24
	Daily life and culture, ritual and religion
	Chapt. 11 (359-367)
	
	Emperor Qianlong (should be finished)
	The Glory of the Qing Empire (specifically, the “Living in the Chinese Cosmos” unit)
	Essay on Emperor Qianlong due via Turnitin by 6:00 a.m. today

	28. Dec. 1
	Trouble on the horizon
	Chapt. 11(367-375) (367-375)
	
	
	
	

	29. Dec. 3
	Summing up 
	Chapt. 11 (375-377)
	
	
	
	


FINAL EXAMINATION The final exam will be a take-home exam. The exam is to be turned in via Turnitin by Thursday December 10, 11:59 p.m.
Instructions for questions to be turned in in class
You are required to bring three questions (typed, on paper) to class on each of the following days: Aug. 27, Sept. 8, Sept. 29, Oct. 15, Nov. 10, & Nov. 19. The questions should be based on the reading and/or the “Learning Module” (web resources) assigned for that day. It will help if you refer explicitly to a book and page number or, in the case of a website, to the url and whatever other information will help us to identify precisely what you are asking about. These questions are due on paper, at the beginning of class. No make-ups, no early or late submissions (except with documented, university-approved absence such as illness).

Instructions for book review essays
Expected length: 3-5 pages (double-spaced) each.

Due via Turnitin by 6:00 a.m. on 10 September (First Emperor), 8 October (W Zhao), and 24 November (Qianlong).

Some advice:

1. Each essay should be written to describe the book and its arguments to an educated person who has not read the book and is not familiar with Chinese history.
2. Your essay should follow the classic three-part structure: introduction, body, and conclusion.

3. You should not express your opinion about whether or not the book was fun, interesting, boring, dry, tedious, exciting, or any other such emotional reactions. Engage with the book’s content, with the author’s ideas and arguments.

4. Use concrete examples as evidence for whatever you want to say about the book. Refer to specific individuals, events, institutions, ideas, etc. Use brief quotations when appropriate.

5. You may enhance your discussion by reading and referring to other related books and/or articles if you desire. This is certainly one way to (possibly) strive for a grade of “B” or “A.”

6. Footnote as necessary. Follow the Chicago Manual of Style. For more information, see the following sources:

a. https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
b. http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
c. Or find a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style in the library.

7. Proofread your work. Look for and correct grammatical and typographical errors. Remember that spellcheck is not necessarily your friend.

8. Have enough pride in yourself to do your own work. Plagiarism, if detected, will result in at least an “F” (zero points) for the assignment, although heavier punishments can and will be considered for flagrant violations of academic honesty. A really crappy paper that is your own work will get more points and contribute more to your personal growth than a plagiarized paper that gets zero points.
Instructions for examinations:
Each of the take-home examinations for the first two parts of the course will require you to write two essays. The take-home final examination will require three essays. Each essay is to be a minimum of two typed, double-spaced pages. The examinations are due via Turnitin on the times and dates indicated in the syllabus.

I will post the examination questions and precise instructions at the beginning of each of the three parts of the course. However, here are a few guidelines:
1. Each essay should have a clear thesis statement. I have set these topics up in order to require you to make an argument. State your argument somewhere in the first or second paragraph of your paper.

2. Your essay should follow the classic three-part structure: introduction, body, and conclusion.

3. Use concrete examples as evidence for whatever you want to say. Refer to specific individuals, events, institutions, ideas, etc. Use brief quotations when appropriate.

4. You may enhance your discussion by reading and referring to books and/or articles other than those assigned for the class if you desire. This is certainly one way to (possibly) strive for a grade of “B” or “A.”

5. Footnote as necessary. Follow the Chicago Manual of Style. For more information, see the following sources:

a. https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
b. http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
c. Or find a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style in the library.

6. Proofread your work. Look for and correct grammatical and typographical errors. Remember that spellcheck is not necessarily your friend.

7. Have enough pride in yourself to do your own work. Plagiarism, if detected, will result in at least an “F” (zero points) for the assignment, although heavier punishments can and will be considered for flagrant violations of academic honesty. A really crappy paper that is your own work will get more points and contribute more to your personal growth than a plagiarized paper that gets zero points.
