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HIST 4550 IMPERIAL CHINA

TR 9:30-10:50 WH 210
Instructor: Dr. Tanner. WH 241

E-mail: htanner@unt.edu
Office hours: TR 8:15-9:15, 11:00-12:00 or (strongly recommended) by appointment

GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

This course is a survey of the history of Chinese imperial regimes, beginning with their pre-historical background and ending at the death of the Qing dynasty’s Qianlong Emperor (1711-1799). The emphasis is on political history, but other issues (religion, philosophy, family, gender, popular and high culture) will receive some consideration.
The purpose of the course is to give you a broad (not necessarily deep) introduction to Chinese history from the Neolithic period through the end of the eighteenth century.

Class time will use lectures, video and internet resources to explore various aspects of Chinese history.

You are expected to:
1. Read a textbook.

2. Read and write book reviews of three other books.
3. Study online materials provided in “learning modules” on Blackboard
4. Attend class and ask questions.
5. Take two in-class exams and a final examination.
TEXTS

The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at the bookstore in the Union. You may be able to get a better deal on those to be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—just make sure that you get them on time!

1. Tanner. China: A History (volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire)(
2. Loewe, Everyday Life in Early Imperial China.
3. Rothschild. Wu Zhao: China’s Only Female Emperor.

4. Schneewind. A Tale of Two Melons
*Note: royalties generated from sales at the UNT bookstore and at Voertmans go directly from the publisher to the World Wildlife Fund—not to the author’s bank account.
ASSIGNED WORK




PERCENTAGE OF GRADE
Examination # 1




15%

Examination # 2




15%

Book review #1




15 %
Book review # 2




15 %

Book review # 3




15 %

Final examination




25%

All examinations will be a combination of short answer and essay questions.

Grading scheme:

A
90-100

B
80-89
C
70-79
D
60-69
F
0-59
Make-up policy: make-up examinations will be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time for students who have missed an examination because of documented illness or documented university-approved absence. Other reasonable accommodations will be made for students who miss class due to a documented illness or documented university-approved absence. The final exam must be taken at the regularly scheduled time. No exceptions are possible—plan your holiday travel accordingly. The final examination for this course will be on FINAL EXAMINATION: TUESDAY DECEMBER 13, 8:00-10:00 AM.
DISABILITY STATEMENT

Any student with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA), Suite 322, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of the class. Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.

Students who have registered with the ODA should make an appointment to discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor. The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Clark Pomerleau.


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS


All reading should be done before the class session for which it is assigned.
	
	Date
	Neolithic Cultures and the Early Empire
	Reading (China: A History)
	Assignments & Blackboard Learning Modules

	1
	8/25
	What is China?
	Introduction
	

	2
	9/1
	Beginnings: Myth, Archeology, and History
	Introduction, Chapter 1
	Module: Neolithic Cultures

	3
	9/6
	The Shang Dynasty
	
	Module: The Shang Dynasty

	4
	9/8
	Golden Age? The Western Zhou Dynasty
	Chapter 1
	

	5
	9/13
	Crisis of Politics, Crisis of Meaning: Eastern Zhou
	Chapter 2
	Module: Debating the Dao

	6
	9/15
	The Qin: Myth and Reality
	Chapter 3
	

	7
	9/20
	The Han Dynasty
	Chapter 3
	Module: Qin Shi Huangdi: Hero or Villain?

	8
	9/22
	Challenges on the Northern Frontier
	Chapter 3
	Module: The Silk Road

	9
	9/27
	Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy in the Han Dynasty
	Chapter 3
	

	10
	 9/29
	History, Culture, and Identity
	Chapter 4
	

	11
	 10/4
	Exam # 1
	
	Book review # 1 due


	
	Date
	Cultural Interaction and Transformation
	Reading (China: A History)
	assignments

	12
	10/6
	War, Politics, and Culture in the Age of Division
	Chapter 5
	Module: Buddhism, Central Asians

	13
	10/11
	A Multi-Ethnic, Expansionist Empire: China in the Sui/Tang Period
	Chapter 6
	Module: Tang Culture

	14
	10/13
	Schools of Chinese Buddhism (NOTE: may be conducted as Blackboard session.)
	Chapter 6
	

	15
	10/18
	Wang Wei’s World and the An Lushan Rebellion (NOTE: may be conducted as Blackboard session.)

	Chapter 6
	

	16
	10/20
	The Multi-State World of the Song, Liao, and Xixia. (NOTE: may be conducted as Blackboard session.) 
	
	Module: Art, Culture, and Economy in Song…

	17
	10/25
	Neo-Confucianism: Theory
	Chapter 7
	Module: Song Neo-Confucianism

	18
	10/27
	Neo-Confucianism in Practice: Fan Zhongyan, Wang Anshi and the Dilemmas of Border Security and Political Reform
	Chapter 7
	

	19
	11/1
	The Southern Song
	Chapter 7
	

	20
	11/3
	Chinggis Khan and the Making of the Mongol Empire
	Chapter 8
	Module: Chinggis Khan and the Mongol Conquests

	21
	11/8
	China Under Mongol Rule
	Chapter 8
	

	22
	11/10
	The Fall of the Yuan Empire
	Chapter 8
	Book review # 2 due



	23
	11/15
	Exam # 2
	
	


	
	Date
	A New Confucian Empire
	Reading (China: A History)
	assignments

	24
	11/17
	Zhu Yuanzhang and the Making of the Ming Empire
	Chapter 9
	

	25
	11/22
	The Maritime Frontier and the Northern Frontier
	Chapter 9
	Module: the Zheng He Voyages

	26
	11/24
	THANKSGIVING DAY—NO CLASS
	Chapter 10
	

	27
	11/29
	The Wealth and Culture of the Ming
	Chapter 10
	

	28
	12/1
	The Fall and Rise of Empires: Ming to Qing
	
	

	29
	12/6
	Building the Qing Empire: From Kangxi to Qianlong
	Chapter 10
	Module: the Glory of the Qing Empire



	30
	12/8
	Looking forward: the Qing and the Global Economy
	Chapter 9/10
	Website: China and Europe
Book review # 3 due

	FINAL EXAMINATION: TUESDAY DECEMBER 13, 8:00-10:00 AM


