SYLLABUS

History 4870

The Making of the Modern United States, 1877-1929

Fall 2010
MWF 1:00-1:50, Wooten Hall 216
Instructor:
Dr. Todd Moye



Wooten Hall 257
 

Email: moye@unt.edu


Phone: (940) 565-4523



Mailbox in History Office, Wooten 225



Office hours: MW, 2:00-3:30, and by appointment

Course Description: This course is an upper-division survey of United States history from 1877 to 1929, the period during which the United States developed into what contemporary Americans might recognize as a modern society.  We will study social, political, and cultural interactions among different groups of Americans during this period, and we will devote particular attention to the struggle to assimilate millions of freed slaves, European immigrants, and Native Americans into a national American culture during an economic expansion that resulted in massive disparities of wealth.  We will also explore the United States’ reluctant entrance onto the world stage through an examination of its foreign policy in the period.  Emphasis will be given here to the major social and political trends that have shaped the development of the modern U.S., but we will also explore the ways that struggles over ideas and culture fashioned modern American society.  I expect students to develop critical thinking, persuasive writing, and verbal expression skills in this reading-intensive course, but a solid foundation in these areas is necessary to succeed in the course.

Required Texts/Readings: The following books are required.  They are available from the college bookstore, other outlets, and, when possible, through the Willis Library reserve system.  Some of these books may be available in multiple editions, so please pay close attention to the editions I am assigning:

Gary Anderson, Sitting Bull and the Paradox of Lakota Nationhood (Pearson Longman, 1997)

Kevin Boyle, Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazz Age (Henry Holt, 2004)
James Green, Death in the Haymarket: A Story of Chicago, the First Labor Movement, and the Bombing that Divided Gilded Age America (Random House, 2006) 

T.J. Jackson Lears, Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-1920 (Harper, 2009)
In addition, I will from time to time assign primary source readings and articles, which I will hand out in class and/or make available via the course WebCT/Vista site.  Students may also find it helpful to keep an American history survey textbook on hand to serve as a background resource.  I can recommend the second volumes of Foner, Give Me Liberty; Oakes, et al., Of the People; and Tindall and Shi, America: A Narrative History, among others.

Grades: Grades are computed on a ten-point scale: 90.0 – 100 = A, 80.0 – 89.9 = B, etc.  I do not “curve” grades as such, but I will take improvement into account when assigning final grades.

Your grades will be based on three in-class quizzes (the average of which will be worth 15% of your total grade), three reaction papers (each worth 20% of your final grade), one final exam (15%), and class participation (10%).  

All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and formatted in a way that does not challenge my eyesight or sanity.  You will receive more detailed instructions for the reaction papers later in the semester. 

I will not accept late papers or final exams without evidence of an emergency and will allow make-up quizzes only with evidence of an emergency.

Expectations: The attached class schedule lists weekly reading assignments, which you should ideally complete before the first lecture of that week.  Whether or not you can complete reading assignments before I deliver the corresponding lectures, I do expect you to keep up with the readings.  I will also create an electronic discussion group for the class at the course’s WebCT/Blackboard site.  I encourage you to discuss the course’s content with your classmates as much as possible, either face-to-face or on the electronic discussion board.  You should use these occasions to practice your ability to present and support historical arguments—respectfully, of course.

I do not have an official attendance policy, but you absolutely cannot expect to do well in this course if you miss class often.  If you do miss a class meeting it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate; I will share my lecture outlines with you, but I will not share my lecture notes.  You will find that I work hard to prepare for class, make a point of arriving to the classroom on time, do my best to return graded assignments promptly, treat my students with respect, and maintain a sense of humor.  I ask no more—or less—than the same from you.  Please turn your cell phone off before you enter my classroom or prepare to be embarrassed.  

Statement Regarding Academic Dishonesty and Integrity: I encourage you to become familiar with the University’s Policy on academic dishonesty and integrity (http://www.unt.edu/csrr/development/dishonesty.html).  

If you turn in an assignment in this course, our understanding is that the words and ideas in the assignment are entirely your own.  (If they are not your own, you need to cite them. I will provide you with specific guidelines for citing outside sources in your writing assignments.)  If you have any doubt regarding these requirements, please consult with me before you complete any assignments for this course.  It is your responsibility to guarantee that the work you hand in is entirely your own and that you understand my expectations.  If you fail to fulfill any of these requirements and do choose to plagiarize an assignment, you will receive at minimum a zero for the assignment, which means that you will most likely fail the course.  Please understand that I refer cases of plagiarism to the Provost, who may decide to take other punitive actions.

Disability Statement: Any student with special circumstances covered by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA), Suite 322, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of the class.  Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.

Students who have registered with the ODA should make an appointment to discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor.  

Students with special circumstances covered by the ADA may also consult with the History Department’s ADA liaison, Professor Clark Pomerleau, in WH 234.
